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Salton Sea Environmental Timeseries

The Salton Sea (SS) water level has decreased by about a foot
per year since around 2005, leading to increased salinity (SS
has more than twice the salinity of the ocean) and more
exposed playa. 

Nitrate is a common nutrient in many fertilizers. According
to our measurements, the Salton Sea nitrate concentration
can exceed 8 times that of the deep ocean, leading to algae
growth.

The SS has higher levels of chlorophyll (an indicator of
algae) than most of the lakes across the United States.

The abundant sulfate in the Salton Sea means that
hydrogen sulfide can be created at the bottom of the
Salton Sea after large blooms of algae. 

The Salton Sea has a high concentration of fecal bacteria,
above EPA recreational standards (above what you can
safely swim in)   in the areas close to agricultural drains
and river inflows. 
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